	Unit Overview

	Title:  
	Nursery Rhymes

	Focus/Essential Questions

	What is a nursery rhyme?

What is a rhyme?

How do we recognize a rhyme?

What are common/well-known English nursery rhymes?

What are common books with rhyming schemes?



	Unit Summary

	This unit focuses on building alphabetic and phonemic knowledge through the use of nursery rhymes.  Nursery rhymes will also provide key vocabulary on animals, household items and other wide-ranging items.

	Subject Area(s): English: Rhymes

	Grade Level:  Kindergarten beginning and advanced students

	Standards:

	Common Core

	Reading 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 10, 11, 

Foundational Skills: 1, 2, 3

Writing: 3, 11

Speaking and Listening: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6

Language: 1, 2,4, 5, 6

	Content Area(s)

	· Science – animals, space, weather

· Math/Numbers

· ELA



	Learning Outcomes

	Students will:

· write and illustrate a running journal of learned words (up to 10 words)

· be able to play an aural game involving rhyme

· use phonetic spelling to construct a cloze book based on a classic book

· identify, create and copy math-based patterns

· use imagination and art skills to construct a picture book based on an indicated format

· learn new vocabulary and utilize new vocabulary in discussion of rhyme



	Unit Scope and Sequence

	· Each lesson will begin with a calendar warm up (month, day, date)

· Being with introduction to unit

· first rhyme: Rain

· next: Itsy Bitsy Spider

· Twinkle Twinkle Little Star

· Hey Diddle Diddle

· Good Night Moon

· One Fish Two Fish

· Mary had a Little Lamb

	Learning  Assessment

· Ongoing writing/drawing journal dictionary

· Participation in class discussion

· Completion of worksheets/crafts

· Mini 1-word book for Good Night Moon

· Picture Book Mary had a Little Lamb

· Aural (Bingo) game at the end of the unit – new vocabulary and rhymes


	
	

	Unit Implementation

	Instructional Strategies
	Grouping Options
	Scaffolds

	Ongoing Assignments
	Individual

Individually

Group

Individual
	· Writing practice – regularly practicing letters and words, invented spellings or otherwise

· Writing/drawing journal

· Word wall – rhyming word families

Final assignment: 

· Aural (bingo) game with rhyming words and vocabulary

	Step 1:  Introduction to nursery rhymes
	Group


	Introduction:

· Do you know what a rhyme is?

· Do you know what a nursery rhyme is?

· Preview the unit with pictures from rhymes and a song



	Step 2: First nursery rhyme Rain
	Group

Individual
	· First nursery rhyme: Rain

· Ask what they think of rain – bring umbrella

· Make a web-map of rain oriented thoughts

· Preview vocabulary for the first rhyme

· Rain on the green grass

· Key terms: green, grass, tree, rooftops

· Read first rhyme

· What is going on in the rhyme?

· Draw a picture to illustrate the rhyme

· Find the rhyming words – sentence pieces

· Worksheet A-Z picture drawing

	Step 3: Itsy Bitsy Spider
	Group

Individual/group

Group

Individual
	· Spider warmup activity – what does a spider look like? - draw it

· Spider brainstorm web-map

· Introduce the story of the spider

· Do song

· Slowly go over each section – easier if I have a video – if not, use a small cutout spider

· Show hand motions

·  Go over vocabulary, add to Kinder word wall 

· Crafts: Egg carton spider

· Use the spiders to reenact the story

· Do coloring worksheet

· Work on the letter(s) of the week with students

	Step 4: Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star
	Group

Group/individual

Individual
	· Concept Map – stars

· Define twinkle

· Sing the song – with video

· Practice pronunciation: st and tw – do worksheets

· Practice with shapes and sizes – big/little, circle, star, triangle, etc

· Craft: Make our own twinkling little star

· Uppercase-lowercase worksheet

	Step 5: Hey Diddle Diddle
	Group

Individual

Group
	· Display poem on chart paper -rebus rhymes with word

· read poem aloud with students

· ask them to point to the words that rhyme

· Directional vocab – over/under

· Activity sheet, glue pieces in the correct place.  

· Pieces: cat, fiddle, cow, dog, dish and spoon

· Add to word wall: fiddle, moon, spoon, 

	Step 6: Kittens with Mittens
	Group

Individual

Individual

Small groups
	· Kittens with Mittens poem – Use the book?

· Define vocabulary with pictures – students will later add to their journals

· Make kittens with mittens - worksheet

· Left mitten vs right mitten – telling left from right

· Act out the poem

	Good Night Moon
	Partners

group

partners

Individual
	· Discuss bed time activities as a warmup for the lesson

· Picture walk through the book

· Vocabulary envelope – divide items into I know, I don't know, and I kind of know

· Picture of room at home with labeled items

· Make a book modeled after GNM

	One Fish Two Fish
	Group

Partners
	· Intro to book

· Picture walk

· What do you think its about?

· Read book

· Fish rhymes

· Fish patterns in math- use cutout fish – use stations for completion of patterns



	Mary had a little lamb
	Group/individual

Group

Individual/partner

Individual
	· Show and tell – talk about an item from home-school

· Have each student share their item.  We will sing about it: (Student's name) had a (object).
It's (attribute) was (descriptive word). 

· Rebus rhymes – poems with pictures

· Vocabulary -  pictures of fleece

· Work on similes: fleece as white as ____?

· Sequence the story – use pictures to sequence the story from beginning to end

· Write and illustrate a story about what would happen if someone/thing followed you to school

	Possible extras:

If time permits, may include the following rhymes/songs:

· Head, shoulders, knees and toes

· I'm a little teapot
	
	· Head, Shoulders

· listen to song

· go over different parts of body

· listen to song again

· use big butcher paper to trace students and label body parts

· I'm a little teapot

· play song

· show students how to act song out

· Craft

	Accommodation Options

	ELL / IP Students
	Texts will be altered for different levels and capabilities.  Glosses may be provided for vocabulary words. Students will create visual dictionaries for some vocabulary words. Practice with pronunciation and writing.



	Highly-Capable Students

(or enrichment/ extension activity)
	Advanced students will be encouraged to write more sentences, more difficult poems and use more technical vocabulary.

	Management/Organization Tips

	· Change locations of various activities to keep students engaged

· Use both active and passive skills

· 1 writing activity per class

· 1 warm-up activity per class

· save time for debriefing at end of each class

· give specific instructions for each activity to keep students from getting out of hand



	Approximate Time Needed (Example: 45 minutes, 4 hours, 1 year, etc.) 

	Approx 1 month – 3 classes a week ~ 3hrs a week

	Prerequisite Skills

	· Beginning alphabet reading skills

· Emerging writing skills

	Materials and Resources Required for Unit

	

	Adopted and other Audio/Visual:  

Books:

· Three Little Kittens by Paul Galdone

· Good Night Moon

· Red Fish Blue Fish

Journal

Word wall

Shapes: stars, circles, squares, triangles

vocabulary envelope – good night moon

mini book for good night moon

book for Mary had a Little Lamb

Butcher paper

cut out fish

sequencing pictures – mary - lamb

Crafts

Egg Carton Spider

· egg carton

· pipe cleaners

· paint

· wiggly eyes

Finger Puppets

· cutouts

· strips of paper or popsicle sticks

Twinkle Star

· Star cutout

· paint

· glitter glue

Worksheets

· A-Z worksheets

· uppercase-lowercase worksheet

· st/sr worksheet

· tw/tr worksheet

· kittens with mittens worksheets

· hey diddle diddle cutout worksheet

· More color by letter sheets

Powerpoints for vocabulary -images

http://activerain.com/image_store/uploads/1/3/6/7/2/ar124017269927631.jpg 

	Supplemental Resources (including Internet resources):   

	Videos:

· Rain on the green grass http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KaZElBcJsvg 

· Itsy Bitsy Spider http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-qZpLp38wbY&feature=related 

· Twinkle Twinkle http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yCjJyiqpAuU 

· Hey Diddle Diddle http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eXw-ASLxhvA&feature=related 

· Good Night Moon http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aKkmZr2THPI
· Mary had a little lamb: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QDgqCatgT8g 

	Technology – Hardware (Click boxes of all equipment needed.)

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Computer(s)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 VCR
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Projection System (if doing whole group instruction)

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Printer
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Video Camera
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Camera

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Digital Camera
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Scanner
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Video Conferencing

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Television
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Laser Disk
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other

	Technology – Software (Click boxes of all software needed.)

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Microsoft Word
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Microsoft Front Page
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 KidPix

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Microsoft Excel
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Microsoft Internet Explorer
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Inspiration

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Microsoft PowerPoint
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
SchoolKiT 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Clicker 4

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Publisher 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Encarta Reference Materials
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Image Blender/Photo Editor

	Optional Technology Extensions
	


Rubric:

Good Night Moon cloze mini book

	
	EXCEEDS EXPECTATIONS 

4 POINTS
	MEETS EXPECTATIONS 

3 POINTS
	PROGRESSING IN SKILLS

 2 POINTS
	DOES NOT MEET EXPECTATIONS

1 POINT

	Letters
	All letters are properly formed and recognizable
	75% or better of letters are recognizable.
	50% or less of the writing is recognizable
	Scribbles unrecognizable as letters.

	Phonetics in single word pages
	All words are distinguishable and  some are spelled correctly
	The majority of the words are able to be distinguished by the teacher.
	One or two of the words can be sounded out.  The others are indistinguishable
	Undecipherable words.

	Topic in pictures and writing
	Writing and pictures show evidence of further topic development. (Grouping, sorting, types of objects, etc)
	Writing is on topic and pictures are as well.
	Word selection is somewhat related to the topic of items in a bedroom, or are when combined with picture.
	Unable to distinguish words and pictures lack topic.


Mary had a little lamb picture book

	
	EXCEEDS EXPECTATIONS 

4 POINTS
	MEETS EXPECTATIONS 

3 POINTS
	PROGRESSING IN SKILLS

 2 POINTS
	DOES NOT MEET EXPECTATIONS

1 POINT

	Topic
	Clearly derived from the Mary had a Little Lamb format.
	Story is primarily based on Mary with a student bringing Mary to school.
	Story has a vague connection to Mary (bringing object to school, etc) or is a direct copy of the story.
	No connection to the topic of Mary had a Little Lamb

	Pictures
	Pictures clearly depict the flow of the story.
	Pictures relate to the story, need explanation for some.
	Pictures only partially relate to the intended story.
	Pictures have no connection to the story.

	Retelling of story:

Note: students with poor pictures can explain pictures during this portion.
	Student clearly retells what is occurring in his/her picture book with age appropriate language.
	Student retells the story with only minor errors or confusion.  
	Student retells parts of the story, but is confused by some portions.
	Student is unable to retell story.


