	Unit Overview

	Title:  
	Science Fiction/Aliens/War of the Worlds

	Focus/Essential Questions

	What is science fiction?

What is the War of the Worlds about?

What does this book tell us about 19th century England?

How does the radio show/movie differ from the book?

What is the cultural significance of the book and radio show?

How do writers use science fiction to influence world views?



	Unit Summary

	This unit focuses on the topic of science fiction.  The unit begins with a introductory science fiction story and continues with the novel “War of the Worlds” by H.G. Wells.  It focuses on the culture and geography of 19th century England, science fiction novels, the radio play by Orson Welles, and the movie based on War of the Worlds, which updates it for the present-day. It is closed by a humorous science fiction story.

	Subject Area(s): English, History, Geography, Astronomy

	Grade Level:  9-12 Advanced ESL Students

	Standards:

	NYS Common Core 

	College Career and Readiness Standards: 1, 2, 3, 5, 6, 7, 9, 10

Reading: 1, 2, 5, 7, 9 (1890s British lit), 11  

Writing: 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 9, 10, 11

Speaking and Listening: 1, 4, 5, 6

Language: 1, 3, 4, 5, 6

	Content Area(s)

	· Science – Astronomy

· Geography – England, US

· History – Broadcast, 19th century England

· English – compare and contrast movies and books

· Psychology – the impact of the broadcast – widespread panic



	Learning Outcomes

	Students will:

· be able to define science fiction

· be able to summarize the story of War of the Worlds

· be able to complete comprehension questions accurate 

· make predictions for each chapter as they read

· complete a group activity from a set of choices

· complete one written activity from a set of choices

	Unit Scope and Sequence

	· Opening lesson on what science fiction is, different kinds of science fiction, etc

· Read short story: All Summer in a Day

· Preview book War of the Worlds

· Read book – each chapter: summary, predictions, comprehension questions

· Creative writing assignment based on book

· Group assignment based on the book

· Preview radio broadcast

· Listen to radio broadcast – cloze

· Preview movie

· Watch movie

· Compare and contrast essay

· Read last short story: Occupation Force

· Group Presentations



	Learning  Assessment

· Participation in All Summer discussion

· Book Information worksheet

· Vocab and comprehension worksheets for War of the Worlds

· Vocabulary Quizzes

· War of the Worlds test

· Creative Essay

· Group project

· Cloze on radio broadcast

· Compare/contrast paragraphs for movie and book

· Retell the Story – Occupation Force

· Chapter assignments (for some chapters) – Planners, diaries, drawings, interviewing

· Comprehension worksheets for two extra stories


	
	
	
	
	

	Unit Implementation

	Instructional Strategies
	Grouping Options
	Scaffolds

	Ongoing Assignments
	Individual


	· Creative writing assignments

· Group project assignments

	Step 1:  
	Group/pairs


	Introduction:

· Do you know what science fiction is?

· Define science, define fiction, define science fiction

· Compare in pairs



	Step 2: Intro story – All Summer in a Day
	Group


	· Set on another planet – what's this planet like?

· Read All Summer in a Day

· Discussion questions:

· Have you ever felt left out of a group?

· Can you imagine what it would be like to never see the sun?

· How would it make you feel?

· How do you feel about what the students did?



	Step 3: Preview book: War of the Worlds
	Individual

Group
	· Warm up: Show a picture inspired by the book

· Have them explain the picture to you

· Alien invasion – what do you think of when you hear this?  

· Define alien

· Define invasion

· Background on H.G. Welles

· HG Wells powerpoint

· HG Wells cloze activity

	Step 4: Read War of the Worlds
	Pairs

Class/groups/pairs/indivdual
	· Start to fill out Book Information Worksheet

· Keep running map on SMART board or wall of room

· Worksheet for each chapter

· Vocabulary Worksheets (2) before reading each section

· Chapter 1: Mars info, ask about science fiction

· Chapter 2: Falling star impact demonstration

· Chapter 3: Reporter at a newspaper interviewing someone at the scene partner activity

· Chapter 4: ----

· Chapter 5: Draw the tripod

Vocabulary Quiz

· Ch6:  ---

· ch 7: Diary entries for brother

· ch 8 ----

· ch 9: Acting as brother answering questions (p. 87)

· ch 10: ---

· Ch 11:  Draw the martians with this new description

Vocabulary Quiz

· ch 12: Planner of what happened each day

· ch 13: ----

· ch 14:---

· ch15:  –

End of Book Test

	Step 5: Creative Writing Activity
	Individual
	· Introduce and begin creative writing assignment for War of the Worlds

	Step 6: Radio Broadcast
	Individual
	· Intro to radio broadcast 

· What is a radio broadcast?

· Explain cultural background (like TV)

· Sometimes read books

· Who is Orson Wells?  What did he do?

· During one class, show a picture of someone listening to the radio or tv and have them describe it.

· Listen to radio broadcast

· Cloze activity

	Step 7: Impact of radio broadcast
	Partner Discussion
	· What effect did Orson Welles' radio broadcast of The War of the Worlds have on many people who listened to it on Halloween night, 1938?

· Homework short answer question -

· What if the news told you this was happening today? Would you believe it?  Why or why not?



	Step 8: Intro to Group project
	Group


	· Students assigned/allowed to choose groups

· Group project topics handed out

· Select a topic and begin working



	Step 9: War of the Worlds movie
	Group/individual
	· Watch about a half hour per class, hopefully

· Compare/contrast chart

· At the end, write a short paragraph about major differences between the two.

	Step 10: Read occupation force
	Group/Individual
	· This is a humorous alien invasion story

· Who are the main characters?  What is happening?

· What does the ending mean?

· Retell the story in your own words in a short paragraph

	Step 11: Present group projects if applicable (learning day)
	Group
	· All groups bring in their completed project,

· share with class in some form

	Accommodation Options

	ELL / IP Students
	

	Highly-Capable Students

(or enrichment/ extension activity)
	Advanced students will be encouraged to write more sentences, more difficult poems and use more technical vocabulary.

	Management/Organization Tips

	· One “Do-Now” each day – focusing on vocabulary definitions, vocabulary usage, grammar exercises and comprehension questions



	Approximate Time Needed (Example: 45 minutes, 4 hours, 1 year, etc.) 

	Approx 6—8 weeks

	Prerequisite Skills

	· Advanced reading skills

· Comprehension skills

· Advanced vocabulary

· Some geographical knowledge

· Some historical knowledge

	Materials and Resources Required for Unit

	

	Adopted and other Audio/Visual:  

Books:

· War of the Worlds

Short Stories:

· All Summer in a Day

· Occupation Force

Computer:

· Keep a running map of England and the locations – use the SMART board

Worksheets

WoW Book:

· Book info worksheet

· Chapter sheets

· Vocabulary

Assignment sheets – from various chapters – 1, 2, 3, 5, 7, 9, 11, 12

Sand/sugar, heavy objects and a bowl – chapter 2 activity 

All Summer in a Day worksheet

Occupation Force worksheet

Powerpoints for HG Wells, Orson Wells

Compare/contrast short written assignment



	Supplemental Resources (including Internet resources):   

	Videos:

· Movie – War of the Worlds

· War of the Worlds radio broadcast  (note: download and combine via moviemaker)

· Part 1: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wQn1IwKKgyo&list=UUeyJh709Ode5XZu-x6o3Nzw&index=21&feature=plcp 

· Part 2: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t2nX0g1XlGo&feature=related 

· Part 3: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jvYF2x4MvPI&feature=related 

· Part 4: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TkB8kcOX8ZQ&feature=related 

· Part 5: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lFiKsDhvfxk&feature=related 

· Part 6: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ymQqfKvEgVs&feature=related 

· Part 7: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JzvCpBFXHnU&feature=related 

	Technology – Hardware (Click boxes of all equipment needed.)

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Computer(s)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 VCR
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Projection System (if doing whole group instruction)

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Printer
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Video Camera
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Camera

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Digital Camera
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Scanner
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Video Conferencing

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Television
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Laser Disk
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other

	Technology – Software (Click boxes of all software needed.)

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Microsoft Word
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Microsoft Front Page
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 KidPix

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Microsoft Excel
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Microsoft Internet Explorer
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Inspiration

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Microsoft PowerPoint
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
SchoolKiT 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Clicker 4

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Publisher 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Encarta Reference Materials
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Image Blender/Photo Editor

	Optional Technology Extensions
	


Rubric:

Creative Writing Piece

	
	4 POINTS
	3 POINTS
	 2 POINTS
	1 POINT



	Purpose/Task
	Accomplishes the task; includes many details that are clearly connected to the development of the task, but there may be minor irrelevancies.
	Accomplishes the task; includes some details that are generally connected to the development of the task, but there may be some irrelevancies.
	Accomplishes the task; includes few details, some of which may be only loosely connected to the task. There are many irrelevancies.
	Attempts to accomplish the task; makes some reference to it but provides few or no supporting details.

	Organization

The extent to which the response exhibits direction, shape and coherence
	Exhibits a logical and coherent sequence throughout; provides a clear sense of a beginning, middle and end. Makes smooth transitions between ideas.
	Exhibits a logical sequence; provides a beginning, middle and end.
	Attempts to provide a logical sequence and/or the beginning or ending is abrupt or unclear
	Includes limited vocabulary and/or most vocabulary is inaccurate or unrelated to the topic.

	Vocabulary
	Includes a wide variety of vocabulary that expands the topic, but there may be minor inaccuracies.
	Includes a variety of vocabulary related to the topic.
	Includes basic vocabulary, some vocabulary may be inaccurate or unrelated to the topic.
	Exhibits little order; provides a series of separate sentences and/or disconnected ideas.

	Structure/

Conventions

· Subject-verb agreement

· Tense

· Noun-adjective agreement

· Correct word order

· Spelling/diacritical marks


	Demonstrates a high degree of control of Checkpoint B structure/conventions:

- subject-verb agreement

- present, past, future ideas expressed as appropriate

- noun-adjective agreement

- Correct word order

- Spelling/diacritical marks

Errors do not hinder overall comprehensibility of the passage.


	Demonstrates some control of Checkpoint B structure/conventions:

- subject-verb agreement

- present, past, future ideas expressed as appropriate

- noun-adjective agreement

- Correct word order

- Spelling/diacritical marks

Errors do not hinder overall comprehensibility of the passage.
	Demonstrates some control of Checkpoint B structure/conventions.

Errors do hinder overall comprehensibility of the passage and/or there are numerous Checkpoint A errors.

                OR

Demonstrates a high degree of control, but only uses Checkpoint A structures/conventions


	Demonstrates little control of Checkpoint A or B structure/conventions:

- subject-verb agreement

- present, past, future ideas expressed as appropriate

- noun-adjective agreement

- Correct word order

- Spelling/diacritical marks

Errors impede overall comprehensibility of the passage.



	Word Count
	---
	---
	Full length
	Under full length


Group Project

	
	4 POINTS
	3 POINTS
	 2 POINTS
	1 POINT



	Accomplishes Task
	Accomplishes the task; includes many details that are clearly connected to the development of the task, but there may be minor irrelevancies.
	Accomplishes the task; includes some details that are generally connected to the development of the task, but there may be some irrelevancies.
	Accomplishes the task; includes few details, some of which may be only loosely connected to the task. There are many irrelevancies. 
	Attempts to accomplish the task; makes some reference to it but provides few or no supporting details.

	Written portion
	Exhibits logical and coherent sequence, includes a wide variety of vocabulary related to the topic, and demonstrates high grammar control.
	Exhibits logical and coherent sequence, a variety of vocabulary related to the topic, some control of grammar.
	Attempts to provide a logical sequence, includes some basic vocabulary, demonstrates some control of grammar.
	Exhibits litter order, includes limited vocabulary, and little control of grammar.

	Cooperation
	--
	--
	Group worked together in a high degree and/or divided work up into appropriate sections.
	Group had major problems or could not work together.

	Verbal Presentation
	Exhibited excellent grasp of the subject and the language needed to express it.

The few minor errors didn't impede understanding.
	Exhibited good grasp of the language and subject. Quite a few minor errors, but they didn't impede understanding
	Exhibited shaky grasp of the subject and/or language.  Presentation was riddled with errors which sometimes impeded understanding.
	Exhibited little to no grasp of subject or language.  Presentation was heavy in errors and difficult if not nearly impossible to understand.


